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The U.S. Army Women's Foundation is the premier center for educational
excellence, the national network for today's Army women, and a dynamic

advocate for telling the history of Army women.

The U.S. Army Women's Foundation is a private, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
originally established in 1969. The mission of the U.S. Army Women's Foundation is to
promote public interest in the Army and the women who serve in the Army. Through
programs, research and scholarships, the Foundation recognizes and honors the
service of Army women and supports the U.S. Army Women's Museum located at

Fort Lee, Virginia.
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2014 ARMY WOMEN’S FOUNDATION
6TH ANNUAL SUMMIT AND LUNCHEON
ARMY WOMEN: READY & RESILIENT

9:00 a.m. Morning Panel: Resilient on the Battlefield

Panel Overview
MG Dee McWilliams, USA (Ret), AWF Chair

Panel Moderator
MG Jan Edmunds, USA (Ret) AWF Board Member

Panel Participants
BG Linda Singh, USA, Assistant Adjutant General, Maryland National Guard 

COL Ellen Haring, USAR, Senior Fellow, Women in International Security

11:00 a.m. Luncheon Army Women 2020: Ready & Resilient

Master of Ceremonies
Leon Harris,ABC7/WJLA-TV

Remarks
Fred Wacker, Director and Chief Operating Officer, 
The Home Depot Foundation

Featured Speaker
MG (Dr.) Nadja Y. West, USA, Joint Staff Surgeon, Joint Chiefs of Staff

Featured Speaker
SMA Raymond F. Chandler III, USA

Presentation of Scholarships
MG McWilliams, USA (Ret)

12:30 p.m. Afternoon Panel: Resilient on the Homefront

Panel Overview
MG Dee McWilliams, USA (Ret), AWF Chair

Panel Moderator
MG Donna Barbisch, USA (Ret), AWF Board Member

Panel Participants
Teresa Gerton, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Department of Labor- Veterans
Employment and Training Services

Pamela Johnson, Operation: Good Jobs 2.0 Program Specialist, 
Goodwill Industries

Elisa Basnight, Esq., Director, Center for Women Veterans, Department of
Veterans Affairs 

2:00 p.m. Concluding Remarks

MG McWilliams, USA (Ret)
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United States Senate

Senator Kelly A. Ayotte
Senator Tom Coburn
Senator Mike Enzi
Senator Deb Fischer
Senator Mike Johanns
Senator John Hoeven
Senator Johnny Isakson
Senator Jeff Merkley

Senator Barbara A. Mikulski
Senator Lisa Murkowski
Senator Mark L. Pryor
Senator Harry Reid

United States House of Representatives

Representative Mark Amodel
Representative Dan Benishek

Representative John Conyers, Jr.
Representative Susan A. Davis
Representative John Dingell

Representative Tammy Duckworth
Representative Kay Granger

Representative Colleen W. Hanabusa
Representative Joseph J. Heck
Representative Darrell E. Issa

Representative Henry “Hank” C. Johnson, Jr
Representative Marcy Kaptur
Representative Barbara Lee

Representative Michael T. McCaul
Representative Michael H. Michaud

Representative Jeff Miller
Representative Austin Scott
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Representative Ed Whitfield
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Representative Frank R. Wolf
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Major General Donna Barbish, USA (Ret)

MAJOR GENERAL DONNA BARBISCH, DHA, MPA, USA (Ret) served more
than 38 years in the U.S. Army.  Today, she is the President of Global Deterrence
Alternatives, a consulting business focused on deterring terrorism and building
capacity to manage disasters.  She works nationally and internationally to
improve preparedness and works with think tanks and executive boards to
develop strategic solutions to complex issues.   She holds a Doctorate in Health
Administration from the Medical University of South Carolina, a Master in
Public Health from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and a
Bachelor of Science from California University of Pennsylvania.

Ms. Elisa Basnight

MS. ELISA BASNIGHT, JD, MPA, is Director of the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) Center for Women Veterans. In this role, she is the primary advisor
to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs on programs and issues related to women
Veterans.  Ms. Basnight serves as an ex-officio member on the Defense Advisory
Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) and also serves as the
Department’s representative on the White House Council on Women and Girls.
Ms. Basnight graduated from the U.S. Military Academy-West Point.  She served
both overseas and in the United States; with the U.S. Army and in the U.S. Army
Reserves.  Ms. Basnight is also a graduate of Boston University-Brussels,
Rutgers Law School-Newark and Harvard.

Sergeant Major of the Army Raymond F. Chandler III 

SERGEANT MAJOR OF THE ARMY RAYMOND F. CHANDLER III is the 14th
Sergeant Major of the Army. As Sergeant Major of the Army, Chandler serves
as the Army Chief of Staff's personal advisor on all enlisted‐related matters,
particularly in areas affecting Soldier training and quality of life. He has a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Public Administration from Upper Iowa University. 

PROGRAM PARTICIPANT BIOGRAPHIES
(Listed alphabetically)



Major General Jeanette K. Edmunds, USA (Ret) 

MAJOR GENERAL JEANETTE K. EDMUNDS, USA (Ret) is an independent
consultant supporting companies of all sizes. She holds a Bachelors of Arts
in Psychology from Edinboro University of Pennsylvania and Masters of
Business Administration in Logistics Management from Florida Institute of
Technology. She is a graduate of the Army War College.

Teresa Gerton, LTC, USA (Ret)

TERESA W. GERTON, LTC, USA (Ret) is the Department of Labor's Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Policy at the Veterans' Employment and Training
Service. Ms. Gerton brings 28 years of service as both an active duty Army
officer and a civilian member of the Senior Executive Service. She has a
broad range of experience in all aspects of Defense resource and logistics
management. Ms. Gerton graduated from the United States Military
Academy-West Point and earned an MBA from Duke University.

Colonel Ellen Haring, USAR

COLONEL ELLEN HARING, USAR is a senior fellow with Women in
International Security where she directs the Combat Integration Initiative
project. Her research and work focuses on women and gender in the
military. She is a West Point Graduate and a colonel in the US Army
reserves. Presently she is completing a PhD at George Mason University’s
School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution.

Mr. Leon Harris 

MR. LEON HARRIS is the award-winning anchor the 5 p.m. and 11 p.m.
newscasts for ABC7/WJLA-TV. He is a Cum Laude and honorary doctorate
recipient from Ohio University.



Ms. Pamela Johnson 

PAMELA JOHNSON is the Operation: GoodJobs 2.0 Program Specialist
for Goodwill Industries Industrial.  She served 10 years in the Army National
Guard, achieving the rank of staff sergeant.   Ms. Johnson is an All-
American, three-time Pac-10 Champion, and NCAA National Champion in
track field.  She holds a MBA from the University of Southern California.

Major General Dee Ann McWilliams, USA (Ret) 

MAJOR GENERAL DEE ANN McWILLIAMS, USA (Ret) is President of the
Army Women’s Foundation. She retired from the U.S. Army in 2003. MG
McWilliams holds degrees from Lon Morris College and Stephen F. Austin
University. Additionally, she graduated from Texas Woman’s University and
the National War College.

Sergeant Major of the Army Kenneth O. Preston (Ret) 

KENNETH O. PRESTON served as the 13th Sergeant Major of the Army.
He retired from the Army after nearly 36 years of service. Immediately prior
to his appointment as Sergeant Major of the Army, he was the Command
Sergeant Major of Combined Joint Task Force 7 serving in Baghdad, Iraq.
Currently, he is the director of NCO & Solider Programs for the Association
of the United States Army. SMA Preston holds a master of business
administration degree from Trident University.

Brigadier General Linda L. Singh, USA  

BRIGADIER GENERAL LINDA L. SINGH, USA serves as Assistant Adjutant
General - Army, Maryland National Guard and is the primary advisor to the
Adjutant General on Maryland Army Guard issues. She is responsible for
supporting the formulation, development and coordination of all programs,
policies and plans affecting the Maryland Army National Guard, a force of
over 4,600 Soldiers. 



Mr. Fred Wacker 

MR. FRED WACKER currently serves as Director and Chief Operating
Officer at The Home Depot Foundation. With decades of experience working
in the affordable housing sector, Mr. Wacker was instrumental in developing
The Home Depot Foundation's five-year $80 million commitment to
ensuring every veteran has a safe place to call home. He has a Masters in
Education from Ohio University and is a certified Urban Lender.

Major General (Dr.) Nadja Y. West, USA 

MAJOR GENERAL (DR.) NADJA Y. WEST, USA is the Joint Staff Surgeon,
Joint Chiefs Staff at the Pentagon, Washington, DC. She serves as the chief
medical advisor to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, providing
advice to the Chairman, the Joint Staff, and the Combatant Commanders.
She coordinates all issues related to Health Services to include operational
medicine, force health protection, and readiness among the Combatant
Commands, the Office of the Secretary of Defense, and the Services. MG
West is a graduate from the United States Military Academy with a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Engineering. She attended the George Washington
University School of Medicine in Washington, D. C., where she earned a
Doctorate of Medicine Degree.
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About the U.S. Army Women’s
Foundation

The U.S. Army Women’s Foundation (AWF) is the
premier center for educational excellence, the national
network for today’s Army women, and a dynamic
advocate for preserving and sharing the history of
Army women. The mission of the U.S. Army Women’s
Foundation is to honor and preserve the service of
women in the Army. As our nation participates in
Women’s History Month in March 2014, the U.S. Army
Women’s Foundation commemorates and celebrates
the service, accomplishments, and sacrifices of Army
women by hosting an annual Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony and Summit. These events place the AWF
at the forefront of the issues and opportunities
impacting U.S. Army women in advancing stability,
peace, and prosperity around the world. Event
participants interact and partner with an elite cadre of
senior military leaders, corporate leaders, opinion
leaders, and policy makers.


